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Discipleship Dynamics:  The Making of Kings and 
Priests 

 
There is lots of talk in our churches about discipleship. But what does a "discipled" 
person look like? What do they do?  I want to show you from our Ezra-Nehemiah 
Jerusalem-Temple template what wonderful things the Lord has in store for us. 
 
I have been sharing with you in the previous blogs a whole series of a "come out of 
Babylon" theme.  I am convinced we are now entering the timeline of Church history 
where Revelation 21&22 are going to be fulfilled.  That the Lord is building a New 
Jerusalem in the earth from which will flow living water and fruits for the healing of 
the nations. 
 
My theme is that prior to this wonderful world wide move of God there is the theme 
of Revelation 17-19 "come out of Babylon my people".  Now you would agree with 
me that the moment you see this "come out of Babylon" command then after that you 
see a New Jerusalem in Rev. 21&22 because the old Jerusalem is destroyed by the 
Lord and abandoned, then your thinking must go immediately to the whole drama of 
the Jews captured by Babylon in 604 BC and sent into captivity for 70 years. 
 
Then from there comes the whole wonderful story of the decree of Cyrus, the release 
of the Jews and the command to go back to rebuild the Temple, consecrate the 
priesthood, teach the people, build the city of Jerusalem, build the walls around the 
city. 
 
Along the way we meet Zerubbabel the new leader of the first settlers and the new 
High Priest Joshua and accompanying them two prophets, Haggai and Zachariah.  
Then another settler group come in 458 BC under the leadership of Ezra the scribe 
and priest and then in 445 BC another group of settlers come with Nehemiah sent by 
the Persian king to be the new governor and to build the walls and to place things in 
order there. 
 
So for me the whole story of the exodus out of Babylon to build the new Temple in 
Jerusalem and to rebuild the destroyed Jerusalem, in fact a "new Jerusalem", all this to 
us should be a blueprint, or roadmap to give us guidance for the work now ahead of us 
that is described in Revelation 17-22. 
 
In my previous blogs I  have touched on some of the various aspects of this work that 
all the various players in this drama are portrayed in the historical writings and 
prophetic writings of Old Testament scripture.   
 



Nehemiah and Ezra and the Discipleship Process 
 

This week however I want to zero in on an amazing thing recorded by Nehemiah that 
has very direct bearing on what I believe the Lord is now busy doing in the church 
and which needs to accelerate. I want to give you a revelation of what Nehemiah and 
Ezra did to transform the people of Jerusalem into "kings and priests". 
 
My problem with the church and the issue of discipleship is that there never seems to 
be an end result to say, ok now you have been discipled.  If someone goes to trade 
school to become an electrician or a plumber then you know, this is what I must 
study, this is what I must be able to do and then I have passed my trade test....I am a 
plumber, I am an electrician. 
 
So let me give you what I believe is the end result of what God wants from every 
believe and for which He has appointed the church and the 5-fold ministry to obtain 
this result.  It is found in Rev. 1:6: 
 
Rev 1:6  And he hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; 

to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Why? Because in both the history of Israel and the Church the call of God to us is 
this: Here is what the Lord told Israel…. 
Exodus 19:6: “And you shall be unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.” 
Deut. 7:6: “For you are a holy people unto the Lord your God: the Lord 
has chosen you to be a special people unto himself…” 
 
Now read what 1 Peter 2:9 says… 
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people that you should show forth the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous  
light.” 
God has called His church to be the new Israel, the new priesthood, the new 
temple,  the New Jerusalem. 
 
Now I want to show you practically how Ezra and Nehemiah turned the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem into kings and priests so that they could fulfill God's commandment of 
Exodus 19:6 and Deut. 7:6. 
 
Keep in mind that Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in 458 BC and at that time the only thing 
built was the new Temple, which was nowhere near in grandeur as Solomon's temple 
and in fact was a great disappointment to the people.  Ezra's job was to restart the 
priesthood and teach the people the law of God by restoring the scriptures and 
teaching the people. 
 
Then 13 years later Nehemiah arrived in 445 BC as the new governor of Jerusalem 
and stayed for 12 years when his work was done and then returned to his job in the 
court of the Persian king. 
 



By the time Nehemiah returned to Persia he and Ezra had completed the remarkable 
transformation of the people of Jerusalem into what the Lord wanted of Jerusalem as a 
light for the world in the tumultuous 450 years till the coming of the Messiah.   
 
Let me outline his reforms: 
He rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem to give the people a sense of identity and safety and 
security. 
He created a new "Israel" identity as the people of God. He made those with foreign 
wives and foreign ways to either divorce or leave the city. 
He re-instituted the covenants of God especially the annual feasts of the Lord and 
below I am going to give you a new revelation of the miracle of the Feast of 
Tabernacles that they celebrated for the first time and the incredibly important 
message that has for us today. 
He made radical economic reforms and for the first time in Israel's history a ruler of 
Israel actually implemented the law of Jubilee. 
 
Let me just zero in on two of the above, the economic Jubilee revolution and the 
spiritual Feast of Tabernacles revolution to show you what it means to be transformed 
into "kings and priests" 
 
The Great Jubilee 
 
In Leviticus 25 the Lord told Israel that every 50th year was to be a Jubilee. What that 
meant was that after a period of 49 years of economic growth every family in Israel 
was to be debt free and the owner of productive assets. 
 
In the entire biblical history of Israel this law was never kept and the result was that 
the people ended up as servants and slaves to foreign powers. 
 
Nehemiah found that regardless of the rebuilt temple and the restored priesthood the 
people's economic condition were in terrible shape. They complained to him: 
 
Neh 5:1  And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives 

against their brethren the Jews.  
Neh 5:2  For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are 

many: therefore we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live.  
Neh 5:3  Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, 

vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the 
dearth.  

Neh 5:4  There were also that said, We have borrowed money for the 
king's tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards.  

Neh 5:5  Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as 
their children: and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our 
daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought 
unto bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them; for 
other men have our lands and vineyards.  

Neh 5:6  And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words.  
 
Nehemiah was outraged at the economic condition of the people and demanded a debt 
jubilee and restoration of assets to the families of Israel: 
 



Neh 5:11  Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their 
vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth 
part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact 
of them.  

Neh 5:12  Then said they, We will restore them, and will require nothing 
of them; so will we do as thou sayest. Then I called the priests, and 
took an oath of them, that they should do according to this promise.  

 
By the time Nehemiah had finished his job as governor and returned to Persia he had 
this testimony: All of the people under his care were debt free and prosperous owners 
of productive capital. 
 
There now remained the great finishing work of a spiritual revolution.  Just a word of 
background:  The Lord required three major feasts that would need the people to 
gather in Jerusalem: 
- The Feast of Passover 
- The Feast of Pentecost 
- The Feast of Tabernacles. 
 
I am not going to go over the meaning of the first two Passover and Pentecost as you 
probably have heard many sermons on that. 
 
However the feast of Tabernacles I need to tell some information.  This feast was 
started by the blowing of trumpets known as the feast of trumpets and the Yom 
Kippur or the Day of Atonement when the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies 
but then this is the important part. After the Day of Atonement the people were to 
encamp around Jerusalem in special made booths of tent branches and stay there for a 
period of 7 days and on the 8th day of the feast they were allowed to come out and go 
home. 
 
Now I am going to quote the passage from Nehemiah when he called for the people to 
perform the Feast of Tabernacles. I am going to point out several amazing things here 
that I think will be a new revelation to most of you so read carefully: 
 
Neh 8:14  And they found written in the law which the LORD had 

commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in 
booths in the feast of the seventh month:  

Neh 8:15  And that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, 
and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive 
branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm 
branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is 
written.  

Neh 8:16  So the people went forth, and brought them, and made 
themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in their 
courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the street of the 
water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim.  

Neh 8:17  And all the congregation of them that were come again out of 
the captivity made booths, and sat under the booths: for since the 
days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the children of 
Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.  

Neh 8:18  Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read 
in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and 



on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the 
manner.  

 
Look at verse 17: In all the history of Israel since the days of Joshua which was about 
900 years of history never in that long history had Israel ever kept the proper Feast of 
Tabernacles.  They kept the day of Atonement but the whole hassle of taking off a 
week of precious time to live in a lousy branch booth...nobody wanted to do that.  Let 
the High Priest do his thing, let the priests do their thing, that is fine but we have work 
to do at home. 
 
But Israel and the people missed a very important meaning behind this 7 days around 
the Temple living in booths. This is what the Lord told Moses in Leviticus 8:33-36.  
The Lord wanted to consecrate Aaron and his sons as priest.  There was a requirement 
to be consecrated as priests: They had to live for 7 days inside the Tabernacle tent and 
on the 8th day when they come out they are "holy and consecrated unto the Lord". 
 
Lev 8:33  And ye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation in seven days, until the days of your consecration be at 
an end: for seven days shall he consecrate you.  

Lev 8:34  As he hath done this day, so the LORD hath commanded to do, 
to make an atonement for you.  

Lev 8:35  Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation day and night seven days, and keep the charge of the 
LORD, that ye die not: for so I am commanded.  

Lev 8:36  So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD 
commanded by the hand of Moses.  

 
When Nehemiah did what no leader of Israel had ever done in the history of Israel: 
- He commanded a biblical Jubilee for the economic liberation and prosperity of the 
people. 
- He commanded a 7 day feast of Tabernacles of the people encamped in booths for 7 
days around the Temple, he turned the whole of the people into consecrated priests 
of the Lord and while they were in their booths for 7 days they got Bible teaching all 
that time so would know the ways of the Law of the Lord. The booths were to act as 
mini-tabernacles since you could not fit all the people into the Temple for 7 days! 
That is why it was called "The Feast of Tabernacles". 
 
Nehemiah and Ezra turned the people into kings and priests.  Kings are people who 
are free from the control and manipulation of others, they are in control of assets and 
they are responsible before the Lord for the administration of those assets. 
 
Priests are people who know the Word of the Lord and have gone through a process 
of consecration whereby they make themselves servants of the Lord. 
 
The process of discipleship in the church and through the ministry of the 5-fold 
leadership must have as its goal the economic liberation of God's people as kings in 
this earth wherever the Lord has placed them, people who know how to take 
dominion over all the works of God's hand and it must result in a priesthood of 
believers who know how to function in heavenly and spiritual realms. 
 



It does not seem strange to me that only in the time of Nehemiah did the Lord ever 
achieve a Jubilee and a Feast of Tabernacles.  Did the priests and kings of Israel have 
any real incentive to transform their servants, their followers, their people into "kings 
and priests"?  It's nice to be on top and have others serve you. 
 
When are our church leaders going to produce "kings and priests" after people have 
been for decades in church services; when are we going to see a generation of people 
arise who have been discipled into 'kings and priests"? Why are we turning out more 
Baptists or Pentecostals or Methodists or Reformed?   
 
I have a lot more thoughts on this that I want to share with you but this is enough for 
this week.  Be blessed. 
  


